Using the model, we can distinguish seven professional roles / competency areas for the School Psychologist: 1. Expert 2. Communicator 3. Collaborator 4. Organizer 5. Mental Health Advocate 6. Scholar/scientist 7. Professional
In each of these roles, the school psychologist makes connections to pupils, teachers, parents, colleagues, the school management, town councils, medical doctors, social workers, etc. The chosen theme also highlights the fact that School Psychologists work within a system. On Wednesday, 20 July, several Pre conference workshops took place, with focus on different topics. I attended a very interesting workshop of Elaine Fletcher-Janzen & Pip McGirl on the topic: A Biopsychosocial Approach to the Assessment and Treatment of Trauma and Atachment Issues. In the evening, an "Opening ceremony" was organized for all conference participants in the beautiful environment of the Royal Tropical Institute; the evening culminated in the Welcome reception at which the conference participants discussed informally about their countries, the problems of school psychology, education systems and consultancy from many perspectives. Unfortunately, I was the only participant from the Czech Republic. Both Thursday and Friday were full of events at the conference. All expert lectures took place in a very pleasant environment of the University of Amsterdam, which has a beautiful campus in the centre of Amsterdam with some new state of the art conference halls.
The papers were divided into topic sections that took ninety minutes each; then a lecture of the keynote speaker followed; after lunch, there were INTERACTION GROUPS followed by a lecture of another keynote speaker and by another topic section. At the end of the day, structured presentations of posters took place, with discussions on the individual topics that also enjoyed great interest, until late hours. The lectures of the keynote speakers enjoyed great interest of the audience gathered in full conference rooms and in rooms to which the lectures were transmitted with the help of the technology. The topics of the keynote speakers referred to current trends of research and practice. 
